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Spsstal t» The Now Yerk Times

WASHINGTON, March 20 — As the

wmgmlmdm.the

. Reagan Administration and the Soviet '
i Union gear up their strategies for the .

‘

bargaining goes well beyond the the ex-

gy, as outlined by Robert C. McFar-'
)ane, the national security adviser, ina
recent briefing, is to be flexibie on

faces what officials on both sides judge
i as the more difficult task of convincing
the public and leaders that defenses
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are and must be biocked
now, as of any agreement to re-
duce ensive weapons. Right or

wrong, experts on both sides see this as |
| a sophisticated argument that will be
| hard to sell publicly. . . S

The virtually unanimous assessment
of foreign and American experts is that
Moscow has lost the first round. The

Popularly known as “Star Wars.”

possible Soviet m""
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 Center and former

alks Strategy:
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.

sians will be smarter and bolder than in
the past,” he said. ““They have to make

| senous...encugh offers oo offensive

forces to convince people that a deal
would be possibie if not for the Admin-
istration’s insistence on Star Wars.

does not oblige them to put their best
offers on offensive weapons on the
table. Their problem is that they don’t
want to pay a lot an offense to get the
United

in ail-out competition on defense.”
Mr. Horelick’s reckoning is that Mos-

cow is unlikely
again, as it did in December 1963. In
retrospect, Soviet officials themselves
felt that the walkout strengthened Mr.
Reagan’s hand. ,
_For their part, American officials ex-
press confidence in their strategy for
the next several months and as kong as
gi?hm does ‘Dot take the initiative
Iy Mm’“ m]#'-.'m‘.
» Meanwhile, the Americans expect t0
play a strong hand. On defense, this

worry now. On strategic missiles
bombers, ‘it calls for saying that
one of several paths to desp
would be acceptable, withowt
ing American copcessions.
medium-!

iterating the offer for equality of mis-
siles in Europe, with Moscow allowed

|

4

to deploy additional missiles facing
Asia, a pumber about equal to British
and French missiles..-... == =~ - -
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**“They have to find & way to do it that

tates t0 forgo CGefense, and
they don't want to be forced to engage

to walk out on the talks

means persuading the Russians not o

T

forces, it will mean re-’
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